




Pat’s association with Pioneer Val-
ley Habitat goes back almost to 

its beginning: when we were moving 
from one small office to another, hav-
ing committee meetings in someone’s 
living room, learning to raise money, 
having annual parties at the homes of 
our “pioneers” George Goodwin and 
Marjorie Lieneck. In the late 1990s 
Northampton’s mayor began to sell 
us parcels of land for $1 and the build-
ing program took off. Today’s Habitat 
supporters don’t recognize the names 
of our first homes because they were 
completed before we published news-
letters or launched a website. Pat 
Falvey remembers them! During our 
interview he praised the “good simple 
design” of one story buildings like Ca-
hillane Terrace in Northampton, Pros-
pect Street in Orange, and West Pome-
roy Lane in Amherst.

Pat is a carpenter and I met him in the fall of 1999 when 
the two family Vernon Street-Forbes Avenue project was 
getting underway. The other day I learned that when Pat 
is working full time he comes to Habitat sites on Saturdays 
and does “demos” for the volunteers, showing them how 
to use tools and do tasks proposed by the site supervisor. 
When he has no job, which can happen in this tough econ-
omy, Pat joins the small group of professionals who work 
on a building during the week when no one else is around. 
During the May 8th dedication of the Lamberg home, I 
heard that members of the Amherst Building Team would 
be back on the following Tuesday, and this gave me a per-
fect opportunity to talk with Pat once again. 

Tuesday at 8am I parked the car and saw a familiar figure, 
tall and slender, streaking toward house number 3—after 
a relaxing bike ride! Pat remembered me. We stayed out-
doors on the deck in the bright sun, and I asked him some 
questions, for example did he prefer remodeling houses, 
like Vernon Street, or building new ones from the ground 
up. He’s a man of few words but it was clear that Pat loves 
what he does and enjoys every aspect of construction. I’d 
brought a list of PVH builds, threw out some names, and 
asked Pat if he’d worked on those homes. It wasn’t surpris-
ing that he’d been part of the team at Montague City Road 
in Greenfield and L Street in Turners Falls, Habitat’s first 
contribution to Franklin County housing. After all, he lives 
in Greenfield. 

In Hampshire County Pat worked 
on Ryan Road and went “now and 
again” to the Westhampton Road com-
plex of three homes—each one housing 
two families. These three took longer 
to complete than anything undertaken 
heretofore. Lately Pat has frequented 
Stanley Street in Amherst, first at Kathy 
Perry’s dream home, later spending “a 
lot of time” on the Lamberg home. I 
told him how a builders’ spokesman 
told the dedication guests that this 
ceremony was taking place three or 
four months earlier than anticipated—
because of Pat Falvey’s many hours of 
labor. That brought a smile. 

It was time to end the interview. Pat 
was standing near a ladder holding a 
bucket of tools. He was ready to do 
his share of the final chores needed for 
finishing a house—what is often called 
the “punch list.” Pat urged me to say 

hello to the men inside the house before leaving. He likes 
talking with them and listening to their various points of 
view. Before driving off, I said a brief hello to Walt Kohler, 
Charlie Klem of the Amherst Building Team—who were 
taking care of odds and ends indoors—and also to the con-
struction supervisor Michael Broad. PVH has a wonderful 
building team!

—Patricia Weed

A Visit with Pat Falvey

John Iles of Arrow Tile who instructed Habitat volunteers on tile installation  
in June 2010
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WomenBuild The Pioneer Valley Habitat 
construction site at 2 Garfield

Avenue in Northampton was humming with activity on 
May 8th, as an all-female group of enthusiastic volunteers 
took part in a work session held as part of Women’s Build 
Week supported by Lowe’s. Women’s Build has now be-
come an annual event. Seven volunteers were there, in-
cluding two members of the families that will occupy the 
units, Iris Rosa and Kelly Bowler.

Under the expert supervision of Sadie Stull, a carpen-
ter with fifteen years’ experience, one group of volunteers 
worked on installing jamb extensions for the windows in 
one unit of the duplex under construction. In an adjoining 
room another group of volunteers learned how to install 
ceramic tile floors under the tutelage of John Iles, propri-
etor of Floors by John and a Habitat supporter of long 

standing. Next door, 
in the other unit of the 
duplex, lumber was 
being cut for the win-
dow jamb extension 
project next door.

Thanks in part to 
the hard work of the 
women volunteers, 
good progress is re-
ported on both units 
of the Garfield Avenue 
project. The sheet rock for one unit has already been in-
stalled; a certificate of occupancy is expected in June. The 
other unit is not far behind.

—Leo Sartori

Sunday, October 3rd
    Youth Groups, Scouts,
    Community Service

   See our website for details

SAVE
THEDATE!

Join Habitat
as we dedicate
the first home

on Garfield Avenue
with the

Bowler-Santiago Family

Saturday, July 24th
at 11:00 am




