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Speeks Family Chosen for Turners Falls
John and Christine Speeks love living in Turners Falls.  Home owner-

ship, however, seemed beyond their reach.  It looked like a very long 
journey from their third ßoor apartment above a store on Avenue A.  
But in fact itÕs only a short three blocks to 53 L Street, and PVHÕs new-
est partner family is making that trip with joy.

John and Christine have lived in Turners Falls for Þve years, having 
moved from the eastern part of the state when John got a job teach-
ing English at Mahar High School.  !ey are both from Connecticut.  
Each grew up living in rentals and was the Þrst in their families to go 
to college.  Now their dream is to provide a life on the next step up for 
their children with the permanence and security of ÒrootsÓ.   Noah is 
six, Abram is four, and little sister Quinn is 18 months old.  Noah is already showing the same determination as his 
parents Ð he has a very long school day for a kindergartener.  He commutes to Amherst to attend the new Chinese 
language immersion charter school.  He is learning to speak Chinese quite well and tries to correct his parentsÕ at-
tempts to get the tonal quality right!  HeÕll be ready for the changing world. 

!e search for the right family for 53 L Street has been unusually long, but they were close by after all.  Now 
they are ready to walk that three blocks and put down roots--with all of us Habitat folks walking with them.

Christine, Quinn, Noah, Abram, and John Speeks at 53 L 
Street, their future home

Celebrating National Women Build Week

During the 
week of 

May 4 to 10, 
(always the week 
before MotherÕs 
Day), 150 Habi-
tat for Humanity 
a"liates conduct-
ed day builds and 
recruited volun-

teers to build houses while promoting and celebrating a 
decade of the Women Build program.  

During this week before MotherÕs Day (itÕs always 
that week), six sophomore women from Amherst Col-
lege joined us at the Stanley Street site to install hur-
ricane clips and blocking for strapping on the second 
ßoor ceilings.  Another work party of UMass students 
made ready to pour the concrete piers for the shed.  An 

afternoon work party of homeowner Ashlee Cancio-
Bello and Habitat homeowner (and neighbor) Kathy 
Perry joined a few women from the community to lay 
out and install the ceiling strapping.

National Women Build 
Week is a program that 
encourages women to learn 
construction skills so that 
they can build decent, 
healthy and a#ordable 
homes. 

!e program has re-
cruited and trained thousands of women volunteers to 
build more than 1,200 homes.  Participants lay bricks, 
pound nails and raise walls to build a house with skills 
that are not exclusively for men.  One of the sponsors 
LoweÕs Home Improvement, taught construction skills 

Ashlee Cancio-Bello Talking with the Amherst 
College  Women Students

An Amherst College Student Installing 
Blocking

(Continued on page 2)
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How to Make a Difference in Your Community Before 9am
!is is embarrassing.  I have been a volunteer with 
the Pioneer Valley Habitat for Humanity for almost 
three years now and I just attended my Þrst Raise the 
Roof breakfast.  If I had known what to expect at these 
events, I would have gone a lot sooner.

What you can expect from a Raise the Roof Break-
fast:  inspiration, motivation, great food, an oppor-
tunity to be a hero, and Connection with your com-
munity 

Hearing a story from each partner family was deeply 
inspiring.  I was motivated to take action in my life by 

hearing about the obstacles the families have overcome 
in their lives and how they have now realized their 
dream of homeownership.  I felt a connection to my 
community that I have not experienced before as we 
united to support the work of Habitat.  

As I descended the steps and looked out on the 
amazing view from Eaglebrook School in DeerÞeld, I 
felt that I had made a di#erence in my community and 
in the lives of those around meÑno matter how small.  
I couldnÕt think of a better way to start the day.  And 
did I mention there was plenty of good co#ee too?

Remembering Mark Vachula
!ose who go back to the beginning of our a"liate remember Mark very well.  
He was a life long resident of HatÞeld, an active, outdoors loving, peaceable 
man.  After graduating from Smith Vocational High School, Mark earned a 
BS in Civil Engineering at UMass and was hired as a supervisory general en-
gineer at the Northampton VA Hospital.  He  worked there for 30 years.

Mark was a member of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in HatÞeld.  
When his pastor Larson learned that a small group was about to begin con-
struction of its Þrst Habitat home on Pine Brook Curve in Northampton, he 
encouraged Mark to volunteer his skilled help.  Later on, when the a"liate 
began a home in Orange, Mark did a fund raising walk and he convinced the 
Lutheran Aid Association to give $5000 in support of this project!

MarkÕs last years were marked by a prolonged battle with cancer.  His wife, 
three children and beloved granddaughter sustained him during those years.  
After his death the family asked that gifts be made to Pioneer Valley Habitat.  
Many checks have been received at our o"ce.

Carters Build on the Gulf Coast
Jimmy Carter is one of the names that most people associate with Habitat 
for Humanity and he was building again last month, for the 25th year.  !e 
Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter Build took place on the U.S. Gulf Coast, still 
struggling to re-build after the hurricanes of 2005.  Habitat homes were 
constructed in diverse cities in di#erent states:  Mobile in Alabama;  New 
Orleans and Covington in Louisiana;  Bay St. Louis, Biloxi, and Pascagoula 
in Mississippi.  Although much was accomplished in a week, Carter remind-
ed everyone that Habitat still needs 600 volunteers a day to continue the 
work.  Next year the Carters will lead volunteers to the Mekong region of 
Southeast Asia.  For many photos and stories, go to www.habitat.org .

and provided $5,000 in grants for the one-day Women Build projects.
Habitat projects have provided safe, a#ordable housing to more than 12 million U.S. families.  Volunteers are 

encouraged to stay involved, for example by signing up to participate in future Women Build projects.  
For more on Woman Build, see these sources: www.habitatspringÞeld.org/  www.habitat.org/wb/
default.aspx www.my.habitat.org/Programs/WomenBuild/default.aspx .)

(Continued from page 1)Women Build



�+�V�O�F�������������t���Q�B�H�F����

Sanford Belden
Sanford A. Belden, or ÒSandyÓ 
to his Habitat friends, is a new-
comer to the Board of Pioneer 
Valley Habitat, but not to this 
part of the country.  When 
he settled in HatÞeld after his 
retirement, it was a home-com-
ing.  His forebears lived here in 
the seventeenth century, and he 
himself was born here, graduat-

ing from Smith Academy before going away to Purdue 
for bachelor, masters, and doctoral degrees.

!ough raised on a working farm, Sandy admits that 
his experience with hammers and nails is slight.  What 
he contributes to Habitat is a di#erent kind of exper-
tise that is essential to its workÑknowledge of business 
and banking.  He has taught business management at 
Cornell and he worked as a banker for 34 years. He has 
served on numerous for-proÞt and not-for-proÞt boards 

Help PVH Bloom like Gardens in Spring 
In a previous issue, we 
wrote about gardens that 
Pioneer Valley Habitat 
families have brought to 
life.  But there were so 
many that we couldnÕt 

include them all.  Here is a continuation.  
Cathy BeauregardÕs garden on Pine Brook Road in 

Northampton is now 14 years old. She started it when 
she moved into her Habitat houseÑthe Þrst one built 
in the Valley!  Like Cathy Perry (previous garden story), 
she had always dreamed of having a garden as well as a 
house.  Early on, George Goodwin gave her some pe-
rennials and Habitat put in a crab apple tree.  Its thou-
sands of tiny wizened fruit decorated the cold winter 
landscape and now itÕs making more.

!is year she planted practically nothing, mindful 
of the Old Testament rule that after six yearsÕ work the 
seventh year should be Òa Sabbath of rest unto the landÓ 
(Leviticus 25:4).  But everything in her garden is start-
ing to ßourish now:  the low plants in an elaborate bed 
in front of the house;  the tall plants along the southern 
side of her lot--yellow lilies and blue balloon ßowers;  
and scarlet bee balm and a small vegetable patch along 
the northern side. 
  Whatever the Bible says, Cathy keeps tucking bits of 

of directors, and is currently on the National Board of 
Governors of the American Red Cross. 

Sandy also serves on the Finance and Executive 
Committees, and he chairs the Fund Raising Com-
mittee.  He has long been impressed by the Þnancial 
soundness of HabitatÕs mission:  this organization is not, 
he notes, a charity.  Habitat families must meet certain 
Þnancial and other responsibilities.  !is makes for a 
stability they may have missed in their earlier lives. 

Nevertheless, Sandy knows how much Habitat 
depends on grants and gifts from public and private 
sources.  He Þnds fund-raising more and more nec-
essary, more and more challenging.  !ere are more 
fund-raisers and donors than ever before, and the latter 
are increasingly concerned about the use and e#ective-
ness of their donations: they want to know about acres 
acquired, houses built, mortgages signed, and particular 
families settled.  Sandy Belden makes it his business to 
foster informed generosity.

kitchen compost between her plants.  !e plants do 
so well that every year she puts an ad in the Hampshire 
Gazette inviting the public to come and get some.  ÒItÕs 
a great way to meet people,Ó she says.

!rough Habitat, Cathy Beauregard has enjoyed the 
companionship of people as well as plants.  She wonders 
at the number who helped her build her house, and at 
HabitatÕs helpfulness over the years when she needed ad-
vice about a furnace or a ßowerbed.  Valley Habitat Òis 
like an extended family,Ó she says, adding, Ò!is house is 
a perpetual blessing.Ó

Enid WelchÕs garden on Charles Lane in Amherst is 
a meeting of Massachusetts terrain and human imagina-
tion.  Her property is bounded on the east by a steep 
wooded hillside and on the south by more woods.  !e 
openness of a large ßat lawn is enhanced by the woodsÕ 
deep mysterious shade, and Enid has given it a distinc-
tive design.  Two curving lines of shrubs embrace an 
oval ßower bed marked o# by Þeldstones.  !e ßowers 
here grow low, but along the deck at the south end of 
the house is another ßower bed given over to tall peren-
nials, including hazy blue Russian sage.  Here Enid can 
relax on summer evenings, feeling that sheÕs a world 
away from the busy town of Amherst. 

How about fertilizing PVH with your Þnancial 
compost?
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!  September, day TBA Ð Wall Raising at GarÞeld Avenue 
Florence

!  September 12th Ð 24 hour build party to kick o# fall build-
ing season, 18 Stanley St, Amherst

!  September 21st Ð Building on Faith Sunday 

!  September 23rd Ð PV HABITAT Volunteer Celebration 

!  May 11, 2009 Ð PV HABITAT Golf Tournament, Amherst

Save the Date

Golf
Fifty six avid golfers and Habitat supporters braved the chilly weather at Hickory Ridge Country Club on May 12 
to participate in HabitatÕs yearly beneÞt golf tournament.  !e threatened rain fortunately held o#.  Golf was fol-
lowed by dinner.  !e event was a rousing success.  Over $4000 was raised in support of HabitatÕs programs.

!e golf committee (Lyn Heady, Bob Wade, Kathy Perry and Stan Brown) worked hard and ran an e"cient 
event.  Special thanks to Hickory Ridge for hosting the tournament for the second straight year, as well as to the 
major sponsors of the event:  United Bank, Bete Fog Nozzle, and our own Vice President Sandy Belden.  Deac 
Tiley of BubÕs Bar B Q provided critical help with the organization of the tournament.  !eir team also won the 
tournament!  And of course, thanks are due to all the participants.  We look forward to next yearÕs revival of this 
popular event. 

GarÞeld Avenue is a ÒGoÓ
PVHÕs newest project has been in the works for several years in Florence, and it now has the green light to proceed.  
With funding from the Community Foundation of Western Mass and NorthamptonÕs Community Preservation 
Act Funds, PVH is preparing the site on GarÞeld Avenue so a foundation can be in place by early September.  Stu-
dents in the construction trades program at Smith Vocational High School can start building in September.  Once 
the students have established a frame thatÕs plumb, level and square, community volunteers will have the chance to 
swing a hammer on weekends at the site.  Habitat homeowner-to-be Kelly Bowler has waited patiently for this day 
to come.  !is fall she will Þnally see her home take shape.

Our ra$e of a kayak came to its conclusion last 
month and the winner was Diane Todrin of 
Amherst.  Congratulations, Diane, and thanks 
again to Zoar Outdoor for your generous do-
nation of kayak, paddle, and lessons.  !anks, 
also, to Marybeth Chichester and Lyn Heady 
for heading up the sale of the tickets.


